
Service of Corporate Confession and Lament 
Opening Sentences: Joel 2:12-17 

 

Confessing and Lamenting Our Own Sins 
Scripture reading: Daniel 9 

Psalm of Response: 51 

General Confession of Sin 

+O eternal and merciful God and Father, we humble ourselves before Your great majesty, for we 
have frequently and grievously sinned against You. We acknowledge that if You were to enter into 
judgment with us, we would deserve nothing but temporal and eternal death. We are deeply 
conscious of the fact that we are conceived and born in sin, and that all manner of evil desires 
against You and our neighbor fill our hearts. We continually transgress Your commandments, 
failing to do what You have commanded us, and doing that which You have expressly forbidden. 
We all, like sheep, have gone astray and each of us has turned to his own way. We acknowledge our 
waywardness, and are heartily sorry for all our sins. We confess that our transgressions are 
innumerable, and that we have nothing with which to repay our debt. Therefore we are not worthy 
to be called Your children, nor to lift up our eyes to You in heaven. 

Nevertheless, O Lord God and gracious Father, we know that You do not desire the death of the 
sinner, but rather that he should turn to You and live. We know that Your mercy toward those who 
turn to You is infinite; and so we take courage to call upon You from the depths of our hearts, 
trusting in our Mediator Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Have 
compassion on us and forgive us all our sins for Christ’s sake. Wash us in the pure fountain of His 
blood, so that we may become clean and white as snow. Cover our nakedness with His 
righteousness, for the glory of Your Name. Free our understanding from all blindness, and our 
hearts from all stubbornness and rebellion. 

All this, gracious Father, we implore in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 [Taken from the CanRef Book of Praise] 

Areas of personal sin to confess/lament: 

Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 
and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming. 7 In these 
you too once walked, when you were living in them. 8 But now you must put them all away: 
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, 
seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices (Col. 3:5-8) 

                                                           

 Please stand if able 

 Please kneel if able (if kneeling too long becomes difficult, you may wish to stand or be seated) 

 



Lack of zeal in sharing the gospel 
More committed to pleasing ourselves 
(entertainment, etc.) than pleasing God 
Despair 
Anger; being too easily offended 

Prayerlessness/lack of use of the means of 
grace (God’s word, prayer, etc.) 
Slothfulness 
Looking down on our neighbors/arrogance 
Pride 

At the end of a petition, conclude with the following refrain 

L: “O Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 
 C: Have mercy upon us!” 



Concluding with 

P: Lord, have mercy! 
 C: Christ, have mercy! 
P: Lord, have mercy! 
 B: Amen! 

Scripture reading: Nehemiah 9 

*Psalm of Response: 32 

+Prayer of Repentance 

[This litany and the concluding one taken from the Book of Common Prayer “Great Litany”] 

Remember not, Lord Christ, our offenses, nor the offenses of our forefathers; neither reward us according 
to our sins. Spare us, good Lord, spare thy people, whom thou hast redeemed with thy most precious 
blood, and by thy mercy preserve us, for ever. 
Spare us, good Lord.  

From all evil and wickedness; from sin; from the crafts and assaults of the devil; and from everlasting 
damnation, 
Good Lord, deliver us.  

From all blindness of heart; from pride, vainglory, and hypocrisy; from envy, hatred, and malice; and from 
all want of charity, 
Good Lord, deliver us.  

From all inordinate and sinful affections; and from all the deceits of the world, the flesh, and the devil, 
Good Lord, deliver us.  

From all false doctrine, heresy, and schism; from hardness of heart, and contempt of thy Word and 
commandment, 
Good Lord, deliver us.  

From lightning and tempest; from earthquake, fire, and flood; from plague, pestilence, and famine, 
Good Lord, deliver us.  

From all oppression, conspiracy, and rebellion; from violence, battle, and murder; and from dying suddenly 
and unprepared, 
Good Lord, deliver us.  

By the mystery of thy holy Incarnation; by thy holy Nativity and submission to the Law; by thy Baptism, 
Fasting, and Temptation, 
Good Lord, deliver us.  

By thine Agony and Bloody Sweat; by thy Cross and Passion; by thy precious Death and Burial; by thy 
glorious Resurrection and Ascension; and by the Coming of the Holy Ghost, 
Good Lord, deliver us.  

In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death, and in the day of 
judgment, 
Good Lord, deliver us 



.  

Lamenting the Sins of Our Community 
Scripture reading: John 17:20-26; Eph. 2:11-22 

*Psalm: 85 

+ Areas of communal sin to lament: 

Too committed to tradition 
Ethnocentrism 
Opposition to paedocommunion 
Opposition to weekly communion/covenant renewal worship 
Too committed to innovation (e.g., entertainment worship) 
Past conflicts: unwillingness to reconcile 
Unwillingness to receive correction/rebuke 
Refusing to acknowledge the structure and authority of the Church in the present age 
Denying the bodily resurrection 

 

L: “O Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

 C: Have mercy upon us!” 

 

Lamenting the state of our nation and the world 
Scripture reading: I Peter 4:1-5, 12-14 

*Psalm: 79 

+ Lament and Intercession for the world 
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. … 25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie 
and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 26 For this 
reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. … 28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge 
God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. 29 They were filled with all 
manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
maliciousness. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of 
evil, disobedient to parents, 31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Though they know God's decree 
that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who 
practice them. (Rom. 1:18-32) 

+ Areas of national and world sin to lament: 

Injustice 
Sins of abortion, immorality, homosexuality 
False religions: Islam, Buddhism, Communism, liberal “Christianity” 
Lovelessness 
Loving pleasure rather than God and neighbor 
Open rebellion against God and his Christ 

 

L: “O Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

 C: Have mercy upon us!” 



+General Intercession 

We sinners do beseech thee to hear us, O Lord God; and that it may please thee to rule and govern thy holy 
Church Universal in the right way, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  

That it may please thee to illumine all clergy and church officers, with true knowledge and understanding of 
thy Word; and that both by their preaching and living, they may set it forth, and show it 
accordingly, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  

That it may please thee to bless and keep all thy people, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  

That it may please thee to send forth laborers into thy harvest, and to draw all mankind into thy kingdom, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  

That it may please thee to give to all people increase of grace to hear and receive thy Word, and to bring 
forth the fruits of the Spirit, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  

That it may please thee to bring into the way of truth all such as have erred, and are deceived, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  

That it may please thee to give us a heart to love and fear thee, and diligently to live after thy 
commandments, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  

That it may please thee so to rule the hearts of thy servants, the President of the United States, and all 
others in authority, that they may do justice, and love mercy, and walk in the ways of truth, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  

That it may please thee to make wars to cease in all the world; to give to all nations unity, peace, and 
concord; and to bestow freedom upon all peoples,  
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  

That it may please thee to show thy pity upon all prisoners and captives, the homeless and the hungry, and 
all who are desolate and oppressed, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  

That it may please thee to give and preserve to our use the bountiful fruits of the earth, so that in due time 
all may enjoy them, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  

That it may please thee to inspire us, in our several callings, to do the work which thou givest us to do with 
singleness of 
heart as thy servants, and for the common good, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  

That it may please thee to preserve all who are in danger by reason of their labor or their travel, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  

That it may please thee to preserve, and provide for, all women in childbirth, young children and orphans, 
the widowed, and all whose homes are broken or torn by strife, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  

That it may please thee to visit the lonely; to strengthen all who suffer in mind, body, and spirit; and to 
comfort with thy presence those who are failing and infirm, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  



That it may please thee to support, help, and comfort all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  

That it may please thee to have mercy upon all mankind, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  

That it may please thee to give us true repentance; to forgive us all our sins, negligences, and ignorances; 
and to endue us with the grace of thy Holy Spirit to amend our lives according to thy holy Word, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  

That it may please thee to forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and to turn their hearts, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  

That it may please thee to strengthen such as do stand; to comfort and help the weak-hearted; to raise up 
those who fall; and finally to beat down Satan under our feet, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  

That it may please thee to grant that, in the fellowship of all the saints, we may attain to thy heavenly 
kingdom, 
We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord.  

Son of God, we beseech thee to hear us. 
Son of God, we beseech thee to hear us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
Have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
Have mercy upon us.  

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
Grant us thy peace.  

O Christ, hear us. 
O Christ, hear us.  

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C: Amen! 

*Psalm: 2 

 

Going Forth in Hope and Renewal 
Scripture reading: Isaiah 58:1-12 

*Psalm: 63 

+The Lord’s Prayer 

Concluding Declaration of Pardon 

Pastor stands 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desires not the death of sinners, but rather that 
they may turn from their wickedness and live, has given power and commandment to his ministers to 
declare and pronounce to his people, being penitent, the absolution and remission of their sins. He 
pardons and absolves all those who truly repent, and with sincere hearts believe his holy Gospel. 



Therefore we beseech him to grant us true repentance and his Holy Spirit, that those things may please him 
which we do on this day, and that the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and holy, so that at the last we 
may come to his eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Please stand 

P: Go in peace; Serve the Lord. 

 C: Thanks be to God! 

The Doxology 


